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I. Mission, Vision and Values 

 

This policy reflects our commitment to human dignity, integrity, compassion, stewardship, and service by 

guiding decisions and actions that uphold respect for all individuals and promote excellence in our work. 

 

This policy aligns with our mission of extending the compassionate ministry of Jesus by improving the 

health and well-being of our communities and providing good help to those in need, especially the poor, 

dying, and underserved by ensuring that our practices support ethical, effective, and accountable service 

across all areas of the organization. 

 

II. Policy  

 

Credit by NLN Proficiency Examinations       

 

III. Purpose  

 

The purpose of this policy is to describe the NLN Proficiency Examination process for the RN-BSN program. 

National League of Nursing (NLN) Proficiency Exams are available for RN-BSN applicants who do not have 

academic credit for Microbiology or Anatomy and Physiology.  

IV. Scope   

 

Post-Licensure RN-BSN applicants who do not have academic credit for Microbiology or Anatomy and 

Physiology. 
 

V. Policy Details   

 

Procedure: 

Credit by NLN proficiency examination is open only to RN-BSN applicants.  

Applicants who wish to receive credit for Microbiology prior to admission should contact the Admissions 

Office as early as possible in the application process. The Anatomy and Physiology exam is offered to 
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applicants who have taken Anatomy and Physiology prior to entry and received a grade of “D” or lower. . 

The student will register and pay directly with NLN for the test. 

  

It is strongly recommended that the applicant study prior to taking the examination. A description of the 

test along with test content and objectives can be found on the NLN website. The applicant will be notified 

of the results directly from the testing agency and the College of Nursing will notify the applicant of credit 

approved for admission. The passing score for the NLN Proficiency Examinations is based upon the 

national norms established by the NLN. Successful completion of the examination will provide full credit 

for the course (4 credits for Microbiology, 8 credits for Anatomy and Physiology).   

 

Repeating a Test:   

If the applicant has not achieved a successful examination score, they will be able to repeat the test one 

time. In the event that the applicant has not passed the exam after a second attempt, they will need to 

obtain the course credit by successfully completing the appropriate course at an accredited college or 

university.  

 

References:  

Technical Manual: Foundational Sciences & Achievement Exam Series. Revised 4/10/2024.  Available at 

www.nln.org   

 

VI. Definitions 

 

N/A 

 

VII. Attachments  

 

None 

 

VIII. Related Policies  

 

None 

 

IX. Regulatory Notices 

 

Nothing in this policy creates a contractual relationship between Bon Secours Memorial College of 

Nursing (BSMCON), a department operated and controlled by the Bon Secours Memorial Regional 

Medical Center, and any party. BSMCON, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to amend, terminate or 

discontinue this policy at any time, with or without advance notice. 

 

X. Version Control 
 

Version 
Effective 

Date 

Next  

Review Date 
Description 

Supersedes,  

if applicable 
Prepared By 

1.0 10/26/2020 N/A 
Revisions 
and new 

template 

N/A 
Dean of 
Academic 

Affairs 

https://www.nln.org/docs/default-source/assessment-services/achievement-exams-series-technical-manual_addendum-2023-final.pdf?sfvrsn=16cc05e6_3
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nln.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCarrie_Butler%40bshsi.org%7C3124e9de534a4400320108daf27fcbd8%7Cbb84ecdc9a5141eb880c178c5153d561%7C0%7C0%7C638088927939118412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qx6PTtlXwqdwKqQcJVZg%2BDzXtPox43MpI949PWePH6E%3D&reserved=0


 

Page  3 

Bon Secours Memorial College of Nursing Policy  

1.0 05/24/2021 05/24/2024 
Minor 

Revisions 
1/0 

Dean of 

Academic 
Affairs 

1.0 8/1/2026 9/1/2028 Revisions 1.0 CDDAA 

 

This policy/procedure/guideline is not intended to establish a standard of clinical or non-clinical care or practice. Rather, this 
policy/procedure/guideline creates a general tool to help guide decision-making with the understanding that different action(s) may 
be necessary in response to the totality of the circumstances presented. 

 

Sites revised 05/06/2025- Bon Secours Mercy Health adopts the above policy, procedure, policy & procedure, guideline, manual / 
reference guide / instructions, or principle / standard / guidance document for all Bon Secours Mercy Health entities including, but 
not limited to, facilities doing business as Mercy Health – St. Vincent Medical Center, St. Vincent – St. Charles Hospital, St. Vincent 
– St. Anne Hospital, Mercy Health – Perrysburg Medical Center, Mercy Health – Tiffin Hospital, Mercy Health – Willard Hospital, 
Mercy Health – Defiance Hospital, Mercy Health Allen Hospital LLC, Mercy Health - Lorain Hospital, Mercy Health St. Elizabeth 
Youngstown Hospital, Mercy Health St. Joseph Warren Hospital, Mercy Health - St. Elizabeth Boardman Hospital, Mercy Health - 
St. Rita’s Medical Center, Mercy Health – Springfield Regional Medical Center, Mercy Health - Urbana Hospital, Mercy Health - 
Anderson Hospital, Mercy Health - Clermont Hospital, Mercy Health – Fairfield Hospital, Mercy Health - West Hospital, The Jewish 
Hospital – Mercy Health, Mercy Health – Kings Mills Hospital, LLC, Mercy Health - Lourdes Hospital LLC, Mercy Health – Marcum 
and Wallace Hospital, Chesapeake Hospital Corporation DBA Rappahannock General, Maryview Hospital, Bon Secours Richmond 
Community, Bon Secours Memorial Regional Medical Center, Bon Secours – St. Mary’s Hospital, Bon Secours St. Francis Health 
System, Bon Secours St. Francis Medical Center, Bon Secours Mary Immaculate Hospital, Bon Secours - Southside Medical 
Center, Bon Secours Mercy Health Franklin, LLC, Southern Virginia Medical Center, and Bon Secours Harbour View Medical 
Center. This also may apply to Bon Secours Mercy Health Medical Group LLC and its medical group affiliates. 

 


